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EXPLORATORY ANALYSIS ON THE DATA OF THE
MEDICAL INSURANCE SYSTEM FOR THE ELDERLY AGED
75 OR OVER IN KUMAMOTO

Yoko KAWAMURA

It is clear that we need the fundamental changes in our social security systems
centered on the medical insurance system in Japan. In the meantime, it has been
five years since the medical insurance system for the elderly aged 75 or over was
implemented in 2009. In Kumamoto, the percentage of the population who are
covered by the elderly insurance system is about the fourth, and much public fund
is spent to cover medical cost under the insurance system. The increase of the
amount has been consistent, but the medical care needs to be appropriately provided
to those needing. We need to discuss how to make it possible by analyzing the data
with the perspectives beyond the medicine and health, such as with data on
individusals’ lifestyles and related social and environmental factors. This article
reports the results of the exploratory analyses conducted to assess the relationship
between the spent under the medical insurance system for the elderly aged 75 or
over and social environmental factors using the data for Kumamoto prefecture.
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