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Consensus Building and Mediating Interests Using A Neutral Third Party
—The Case Study of Collaborative Policy Making in Oregon, USA—

Satoshi ISHIDA
Abstract

In Japan, there is a need to mediate conflicting interests and build consensus for
sustainable planning because of the increased number of public dispute such as over
social infrastructure development, especially since 1970s. Moreover, the development
benefit can’t be expected to have any more growth than the way it did before in
the depopulating society, so conflicts of diverse interests for development benefits
may be increasingly competitive. So how we can reconcile conflicting interests that
can emerge in the process of planning or policy making? Although recently in
Japan, a variety of practices for consensus building among interested groups is
gradually recognized, there are a few researches focusing on a practical approach
for consensus building through collaborative way. In this paper, I would like to
show the case study of collaborative policy making in the U.S. using the neutral
third party who helps parties to mediate their interests and build consensus.
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