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A Discussion of Logical Communication Skills

— based on the argumentation theory —
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In Japanese language education, the development of logical communication skills of learners is a current chal-
lenge. We focused on the Toulmin Model of Argumentation (S. Toulmin; 1958), which is considered an effective
model of routine debate in argument research. According to this model, in order to increase argument qualities of
learners through debating, integration of one’s and others’ thoughts through refinement of analysis of reasoning, and
increasing qualities of rationalizations are necessary. With this in mind, this study analyzed actual practices, and
aimed to clarify what kind of interactions between a teacher and other learners exist, and how an integration of one’s
and others’ thoughts occurs through refinement of analysis of reasoning, and increasing qualities of rationalizations.

As aresult of the analysis, the importance was shown of an establishment of confrontational interaction between
the learners through continuous speeches with individual’s opinions, in terms of increasing the argument quality of
learners. In addition, learners’ arguments transform through constructive interactions that refine and supplement each
other’s opinions. Through such a process, the analysis of reasoning will be refined, and qualities of rationalizations

will be increased based on experiences, resulting in integration of one’s and others’ opinions.
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