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Effects of Cognitive-style-based Group Instruction on the Kanji
Learning of Elementary School Students in Regular Classrooms

Mari Tominaca and Takashi HosHIKAWA

(Received October 1, 2014)

The purpose of this study was to develop mass screening test for extracting cognitive style of elementary school
students in regular classrooms, and to investigate the effect of cognitive-style-based kanji instructions. In prelimi-
nary study, we developed a mass screening test that specified cognitive style of each student based on working mem-
ory test battery. In the first study, using the mass screening test, subjects were identified their cognitive style. In the
second study, subjects of experimental group were divided into three groups by their cognitive styles. The subjects
were given kanji instructions that matched learning strategy of each group. As results, students who received the
cognitive-style-based kanji instruction performed better than students in control group that were given conventional
kanji instruction. In experimental groups, effective result was found in auditory information and visual information
group, and for low and middle score students. From these results, we suggested that using working memory test
battery is appropriate to extract cognitive style. We concluded that the kanji learning based on cognitive style is ef-
fective for all students.
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