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The institutional vulnerability of the policy-making discussion construction function
exposed in the Japanese “university governance reform” discussions

Toyofumi Mizumoto

[EE]

This paper points out the institutional vulnerability of the policy-making discussions by analyzing the construction
process of the so-called “university governance reform” discussions from 1998 in Japan.

The Japanese government, specially the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) |
and many educational experts have regularized the policy discussions for the “university reforms™ to struggle with the
globalized cconomic wars.  As the results of the discussions, the Japanese national universitics were “incorporated” in
2004. However, the main policy interest groups, such as the Liberal Democratic Party of Japan (LDP), the Japan
Business Federation (Keidanren), and the Japan Association of Corporate Executives (Keizai-doyukai) despaired the re-
sults of the “incorporation™ to utilize the universities as the surviving tools for the global economic wars. The policy
interest groups have formally and informally forced the government to accelerate the reforms to the “global” economic
competition-oriented universities by vitalizing the management and governance by the university top-managers. The
government by the policy interest groups’ strong requests has actualized the critical university “governance” reforms in
2014.

This paper scrutinizes the institutional vulnerability of social discussion construction processes in Japan. In addition,
this paper problematizes the forfeiture of our agenda-setting and discussion rights by the economic policy interest

groups’ policy-making discussion control.
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