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In Japanese language education, communication skills have tended to be discussed from an aspect of either
“other people and relationships” or “logicality and thinking abilities”. In order to integrate the two aspects, our study
focused on the argumentation theory. Based on this theory, four elements are essentiol for bringing discussions to
a successful conclusion: claim, evidence, reasoning, and rebuttal. We believe in particular that integration of the
two aspects in communications will be materialized by extracting experiences of the learners through reasoning.
Therefore, the objective of this study is clarification of the process of required interactions in discussions between
the learners, and between the learner and a teacher, in order to achieve increased quality of reasoning, which utilize
analogies based on the learner’s own experiences.

As aresult of an analysis of practices, it was revealed there were two phases in the interaction, which extracts high-
quality reasoning through discussions. In the first phase, evidence is reanalyzed after encountering “evidence from
a new viewpoint”, or an “rebuttal that denies the learner’s own opinion”. In the next phase, the learner sympathizes
with the other opininons through “reasoning from a standpoint of the other person”. Through these phases, the

learners begin to consider “if I were in that situation”. “Questioning and asking explanation for reasoning” at this

point leads to extraction of high-quality reasoning.
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