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— Focusing on the Understanding and Attitude of Classroom Teachers at U City —
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The purpose of this research is to clarify the modes of understanding and attitude of classroom teachers who are
put in charge of foreign students in Japanese elementary schools. In areas where there are few foreign children, the
ways of accepting and guiding them as newcomers in the elementary schools are left to the classroom teachers. In
many cases, these teachers have to struggle with the new types of challenges brought by foreign students without
useful help and support. At the same time, adaptation of foreign students to Japanese school life depends on the
classroom teachers’ attitude and behaviors.

The interviews of teachers and the observation of the school life of foreign students bring us the findings as
follows: 1) classroom teachers recognized foreign children as a new type of student that they have not experienced
and they have to struggle with acceptance and guidance of these students without suitable preparation, 2) the “barrier
of language” is understood to be the source of most difficulties by classroom teachers and this understanding
seems to make them ignore the other problems of foreign students, 3) classroom teachers have trouble with the
conflict between cultural context and personal context when they face problems regarding the behavior of foreign
students, 4) understanding of the support necessary for the learning of foreign students differs slightly among
classroom teachers, so the support provided to these students is, in fact, not consistent, 5) classroom teachers need
and demand support services and advisers which can help to resolve their problems in acceptance and guidance of

foreign students.
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