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Effect of Using Radicals in Kanji Instruction on Students
with Developmental Disorders from the Viewpoint of
Working Memory Capacity

Yu Tanno and Takashi HosHIKAWA
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This study examines the effect of using radicals in Kanji instruction on students with developmental disorders

from the perspective of working memory capacity. Recent studies on working memory have focused on the episodic

buffer as an important subsystem of the central executive. Authors suggested that one could easily explain the dif-

ficulty of Kanji when introducing working memory, particularly the episodic buffer. This study involved two partici-

pants in the learning of Kanji using radicals for 16 and 27 sessions, respectively. At the end of this instruction, both

participants showed an improvement in their percentage of retaining Kanji correctly. From the perspective of work-

ing memory capacity, the results of the following two issues have been discussed: 1) the importance of using radicals

in Kanji instruction, and 2) remembering the method of the construction components of Kanji.
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