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A study of the profession of Yogo teacher
: Based on Manabu Ogura’s theory of profession

Yaeko Y AMANASHI

(Received October 1, 2015)

This purpose of this research is to clarify issues related to the establishment of theory on yogo teachers as profes-
sional. A variety of different research projects have been carried out through the present time with a view to estab-
lishing yogo teachers as professional in their fields. The majority of this research has been conducted based on the
results of Manabu Ogura’s research, which means that Ogura’s research has garnered a certain level of respect as a
body of work presenting yogo teachers as professional. This paper re-examines research conducted by Ogura on the
specialized nature of yogo teachers, comparing this work with documents by M. Lieberman, on which Ogura’s work
was based.

Our research shows that the specialized nature of yogo teachers described by Ogura is limited to differentiating
yogo teachers from conventional teachers within the school organization; therefore Ogura’s scope is limited. Further,
it has also become clear to us that the viewpoint of yogo teacher profession from Japan’s unique perspective on
yogo teachers as conventional teachers lacks a solid foundation. If we are to emphasize Japan’s special positioning
of yogo teachers in the larger context of conventional teachers, we conclude that there is a need to examine the deep
specialization from a broad perspective— including trends in teacher profession theory—in order to further establish
theory on the profession of Yogo teacher.
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