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KOMO JINJA SHRINE and the PUPPET PLAYERS

TABATA Hiroko

The puppet players in Koyou Jinja, (Koyou Shrine), at Idouda, Nakatsu City, and in Kohyo
Jinja, (Kohyo Shrine), in Kotnumaru, Yoshitomi-machi, Chikugo-Gun, Fukuoka Prefecture, are
conventionally said to be “Jinin”, (low-ranking Shinto priests who performed chores and duties
in the shrines like servants), belonging to the Usa Jingu (Usa Shrine). That’s because the
puppeteers in Koyou Shrine and Kohyou Shrine are believed to have belonged to Usa Jingu, and
“Kugutsu-Mai”, (the puppet players’ dance), was a kind of dance traditionally performed on
the boat at the Usa Jingu when they had “Houjoue” (a ceremony of releasing captive animals).
The point of this thesis is to raise skepticism as to the origin of the “Jinin” puppet players. It
is possible that they were originally Jinin belonging to Komo Shrine, not to Usa Shrine, which

has branched out from Komo Shrine.

In Houjoue, the players from the two shrines would come up to each other by boat and,
then, would manipulate their puppets to dance. After that, they would leave and the puppet

players from both shrines would continue performing at their respective shrines.

In the main subject, I’d like to examine the Koyou Shrine at Idouda, Nakatsu City. I
wonder if the puppet players were originally from the adjoining district of Kitabaru that was
famous for “Ningyo-jorurt”, a Japanese puppet show. The authenticating certificate of the
Namigozen-za theater in Kitabaru issued in Genroku era, (17" century), has a record that the
puppet players in Kitabaru moved to Idouda. It also says that Kitabaru was the settlement for
“onmyoji”, (diviners), in Komo Shrine, although there are no material evidences to back up this
belief since the settlement burned down after being attacked by the Ohtomo Clan during the
Age of Civil Wars. That is the reason why the relationship between the Komo Shrine and the
puppet players cannot be clearly established. However, according to the papers produced by local
researchers and from local legends, the puppet players were likely to have been “Jinin” Shinto

priests from Komo-Jinja Shrine.
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