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DEVELOPMENT OF LEGAL SYSTEMS OF COLLECTIVE
RESETTLEMENT AFTER FLOOD IN AMAKUSA, KUMAMOTO:
THE PROCESS AND PRESENT LIFE AT RESETTLEMENT SITE

Miwa Abe

Act Concerning the Special Fiscal Measures for the Promotion of Collective Relocation for
Disaster Prevention went into effect in December 1972 in Japan following the flood disaster that oc-
curred in the Kyushu to Tohoku areas in 1972. Prior to 1972, disaster recovery policy was seen as

‘rebuilding” policy, however, the Act gave disaster recovery policy a new definition, which is
‘build back better’ policy. This study examines the process and satisfaction of collective relocation
of the impacted people in the Amakusa where is island located in western Kyushu, Japan. The char-
acteristic of this resettlement is that for the recovery of community people who were affected by
mudflow, their relocated land prepared by landfill of the coastal because of not enough land space
in island. Resettlement with landfill was first case in Japan. Through literature review by local news-
paper and documents of government, and interviews, this study show that relocation impact to peo-
ple and government officers as well as the challenges of collective for disaster prevention over the

40 years following relocation.
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