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SOUND ENVIRONMENTS IN SHOPPING SPACES
OF LARGE-SCALE STORES

—Sound measurements of stores in Kumamoto city—

O g e I FE A T, KW

I}é***
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In this study, we obtained an overview of the sound environment in large-scale stores, with the aim of providing better sound

conditions in them. We measured the noise levels and the types of audible sound in 139 large-scale stores, selling groceries, electrical

appliances, or household equipment. The overall noise level in the stores varied from 52 to 76 dBA. A cluster analysis, which

produced groups of stores based on similarities between the patterns of audible time of each sound, revealed that specific sounds,

such as information from loudspeakers, were found in the group of stores with a relatively high noise level.
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