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Research of QING GUAN in Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan
and Modern Chinese

Shi Liangliang

Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan is the most representative vernacular novel in the north in the
early Qing Dynasty. This study focuses on the research of the term QING GUAN in this book.
In Ming and Qing Dynasties, QING GUAN was defined as “Sure, Certain”, but as time goes

on, its meaning is changing. So now, in Modern Chinese, the meaning “Although” of QING
GUAN is known by people very well. However, is there any connection between them?

On the other hand, in the dialect of Ganyu County in Lianyungang province, the hometown
of the author, QING GUAN not only means “Although”, but also means “All the time, always,
often”, which is also the supplement for QING GUAN’s meanings in the Modern Chinese.

This paper firstly studies the usage and meanings of QING GUAN in Xingshi Yinyuan

Zhuan and Modern Chinese and then explores its differences of language sense. Later, the using
status of QING GUAN in Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan and Modern Chinese is investigated so as to
further clarify the connection of the two QING GUANSs in Xingshi Yinyuan Zhuan and Modern
Chinese. Besides, the later chapter mainly introduces the specific using status of QING GUAN

in the dialect of Ganyu County, Lianyungang province, hometown of author.
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