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ThisstudyexploredteamteachinginteractionswhenaJapaneseelementaryschoolteacherandanALTengaged

inco-teaching,whenbothteachersinteractwiththeclassdirectlyaspartofthesameteachingactivities.Selections

weremadefromtranscribedvideo-recordingstoillustratearangeofpatterns,whichmightserveasabasisforfurther

research.AnalysisrevealedcloselycoordinatedinteractionswithteacherssharingmanagementeveninthesameIRF

sequencesandinexplanations.ItisarguedthatsuchinteractionsaretailoredtotheelementaryschoolEnglishfocus

onexperiencingcommunicationasopposedtoteachingthecode.
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1.Introduction

Teamteachingwritingandresearchhasmostlyconcentratedonteamteachingarrangements,onrolesofteachers

andtoalesserextentonproblemswithsystemsandintheteamsthemselves.Mostofthishasconcentratedonthe

juniorandseniorhighschoolsettingssinceteamteachingatelementaryschooldidnotbecomewidespreaduntil

theintroductionofthefirstnationallyapprovedmaterials,EigoNottoin2008.Thisstudyseekstofillsomegapsby

concentratingontheelementaryschoolsituationandbyfocusingonclassroominteractionintheteamteachingsituation.

Aline&Hosoda(2006)tookacloselookattheelementaryschoolsituationvisiting6schoolsandfullytranscribing

6team-taughtlessons.TheirobservationsidentifiedfourrolesfortheJapaneseclassroomteacher:bystander,translator,

co-learnerandco-teacher.Thepresentstudytookuptheroleofco-teacherandsoughttoshowsomeoftherichnessof

theco-teachinginteractionswithaneyetoshowingarangeofpatternsforfutureresearch.

Lessonsatauniversity-affiliatedelementaryschoolandatamid-sizedelementaryschoolinruralKyushuwere

videotaped,transcribed,andcodedaccordingtoanadaptedversionofFOCUS{Fanslow,1987).Transcriptionswere

scannedforexamplesillustratingco-teachingandwerethensubjectedtoamoredetailedconsiderationandanalysis.

Theselectionscomefromsdifferentlessonsandinvolvecombinationsof3differentteachersand3ALTs.

Itwasfoundthatratherthanapatternofdividedlaborwhereteacherstookchargeofactivitiesinsuccessionor

whereALTSplaywell-definedrolesdirectedbytheteacher(asonemightexpecttypicallyinJHSs)theteacherand

assistantoftenactedtogetherand/orinparallelinthesamelearningactivity.Thisstudyidentifiedsituationswhere

teachersparticipatedinthesameIRFsequenceatallpoints.Inaddition,thisstudyshowsteachersexplainingcontent

jointlyandswitchinglanguages.
Itisarguedthatthesearegoodexamplestostudentsofteachersofdifferentculturesandbackgroundsengagingin

realcommunicationandcooperatingwitheachother.Thenon-stereotypedinterchange,non-stereotypedinthesensethat

rolesandlanguagechoiceisfluid,maybedue,largely,tothecommunicativefocusofthelessonsasopposedtothecode

focusofJHSEnglishclasses.

2.LiteratureReview

Asmentionedabovepreviousstudiesoftenconcentratedonteamteachingarrangementsandteacherroles .

Cunningham{1960,citedinBailey,Dale&Squire1992)identifiedfourtypesofteamteaching ,the:teamleadertype;
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