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Collaborative Learning and ICT in English Teaching at Elementary Schools

Shunsuke Kurocr and Hiroshi SHIMATANI

Abstract
Many educators are trying to shift their one-sided teaching styles to more interactive

ones. These days, collaborative learning is positively used with ICT by many teachers.

However, collaborative learning is frequently confused with cooperative learning due to their

similarities. This article discusses the concept of collaborative learning comparing with

cooperative learning and other concepts.

Finally, the relationship between collaborative

learning and ICT use in the EFL (English as a Foreign Language) classroom at elementary

schools is discussed, and three elements of the ideal collaborative learning with ICT use are

presented.
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Cooperation : Shorter-term informal relations
that exist without any clearly defined mission,
structure, or planning effort characterize coop-
eration. Cooperative partners share informa-
tion only about the subject at hand. Each
organization retains authority and keeps re-
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sources separate so virtually no risk exists.
Collaboration : A more durable and pervasive
relationship marks collaboration. Participants
bring separate organization into a new struc-
ture with full commitment to a common
mission. Such relationships require compre-
hensive planning and well-defined communica-
tion channels operating on all levels. The
collaborative structure determines authority,
and risk is much greater because each partner
contributes its resources and reputation. Pow-
er is an issue and can be unequal. Partners
pool or jointly secure the resources, and share
the results and rewards.
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