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The first of the noises of a Matsue day comes to the sleeper like a throbbing of a slow,
enormous pulse exactly under his ear. It is a great soft, dull buffet of sound — like a heartbeat
in its regularity, in its muffled depth, in the way it quakes up through one’s pillow so as to be
felt rather than heard.” (The Chief City of the Province of the Gods, 129)°
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The old man almost immediately fell asleep; but the boy, Minokichi, lay awake a long time,
listening to the awful wind, and the continual slashing of the snow against the door. The river
was roaring; and the hut swayed and creaked like a junk at sea. It was a terrible storm; and the
air was every moment becoming colder; and Minokichi shivered under his rain-coat. But at last,

in spite of the cold, he too fell asleep.

--- by the snow-light (yuki-akari), he saw a woman in the room, — a woman all in white.

-+ Even as she screamed, her voice became thin, like a crying of wind;--then she melted into a
bright white mist that spired to the roof-beams, and shuddered away through the smoke-hold...
Never again was she seen. (YUKI-ONNA, 109) ®
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Instantly, without any sound, there burst from it a white cold spectral vapor that rose in
air like summer cloud, and began to drift away swiftly into the south, over the silent sea. (The
Dream of a Summer Day, 11)"
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The connection and boundary to another world
—— The images of water in Yuki-Onna and Yume-juya

Yuwel Qin

There are a lot of similarities between Patrick Lafcadio Hearn and Natsume Soseki. These
two authors are known for both their similar work and experiences. The focus of this study
is the images of water in Hearn’s retold ghost story Yuki-Onna and Yume-Juya (which is
also called Ten Nights Dreams), a series of short pieces by Soseki. The image of water appears
frequently and plays an important part in both the two works. However, the expressions of
water are different in both stories. There are two similar spaces consisted of the image of
water existing in these two stories, which also acts as the connection and boundary to another
world. Water plays opposite roles in marriage and mother-child relationship in Yuki-Onna and
simultaneously, is an important metaphor between life and death in Yume-juya. This study
compares the similarities and differences by analyzing the two images of water in these two

works and tries to clarify how and why they are shaped in these ways.
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