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Cereal composition in the Initial Yayoi Period in the Kumamoto Plain seen from the
impressions on pottery

Hiroki OBaTA

%E (Abstract)

There are various arguments about the timing of introduction of cereals (rice, barley, wheat, foxtail millet, common millet)
cultivation from the Korean Peninsula into Japan. In the area of Kumamoto prefecture including the Kumamoto plain, there is a
history that carburized rice which was already claimed in the Middle Jomon Period from the end of the 1940 's was discovered, and
since them this region has been believed as an area where a rice farming might be done in the Jomon period. Although rice data
at the initial stage of the Yayoi period was confirmed, the attention was focused only on rice, grasping as a complex of agricultural
crops was out of the argument. This paper shows the result of the investigations of seeds or insects impressions carried out mainly
on the protruding band earthenwares from the sites of the end of the Late Jomon Period to the Initial Yayoi Period in the Kumamoto
Plain. Through these work, it was revealed that foxtail millet and common millet accompany with rice as cereal in these periods.
This paper discusses the means of existence of these cereal compositions and the related issues.
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