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Promotion of gender equality in the City of Kitakyushu,
in connection with home economics education in Kitakyushu high schools

Ayako Yahata-Taniguchi and Mari Tabira
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The objectives of this paper are to analyze and consider special aspects of gender equality administration in the
city of Kitakyushu and the Gender Equality Center of Kitakyushu by comparisons with Kumamoto City, and to
offer home economics lesson plans applying the information and events offered by the Gender Equality Center in
Kitakyushu.

The results are as follows:

1) Kitakyushu established some acts on gender equality earlier than Kumamoto City. The administration of
Kitakyushu is more balanced than that of Kumamoto City.

2) The Gender Equality Center in Kumamoto City was established earlier than in Kitakyushu. Both Centers adapt
the designated administrator system. The designated administrator in Kitakyushu is the Kitakyushu Forum on Asian
Women, and the Administrative Conference of the Gender Equality Center of Kitakyushu was organized by twenty-
three members in 2017. The special features of the Gender Equality Center of Kitakyushu are reproductive/health
rights events, intercultural events between Kitakyushu and foreign countries, and more. Although a variety of infor-
mation and events are offered by the Gender Equality Center of Kitakyushu, the concepts are not sufficiently applied
in schools in the City of Kitakyushu.

3) The National Standard on high school home economics study attach great importance to the study of gender
equality, yet there is very little description of gender equality in high school home economics textbooks; nor do these
books describe gender equality centers or local administration on gender equality. We offer home economics lesson
plans at Kitakyushu high schools, incorporating information about gender equality, along with high-level events of-
fered by the Gender Equality Center of Kitakyushu. The goal is that Kitakyushu high school students develop interest

in gender equality issues in Kitakyushu.

Key words : gender equality centers, City of Kitakyushu, Kumamoto City, home economics education in high
school
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