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Collaborative Learning in English Teaching at Elementary Schools:
A Qualitative Analysis Using SCAT (Steps for Cording and Theorization)

Koya Ociri, Hiroshi SHmvMaTant and Yasuhiro MAEDA

Abstract
Project-Based Learning (PBL) is one of the collaborative learning. Some researchers proved
educational effects of PBL (Thomas, 2000), but it is very difficult for teachers to introduce
PBL into their own classes. This article reports one elementary school teacher’s introduction
of PBL into his class (Maeda, 2005) and analyses his practice using SCAT (Steps for
Cording and Theorization). SCAT is a qualitative analysis developed by Ohtani (2007). By

examining learner’s self-assessment in Foreign Language Activities at an elementary school,

this paper evaluates learner’s collaborative learning, verifies the effects of PBL for Japanese

elementary school students, and points out four features found in learner’s growth through

collaborative learning.
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“Projects are complex tasks, based on challenging
questions or problems, that involve students in
design, problem-solving, decision making, or in-
vestigative activities; give students the opportu-
nity to work relatively autonomously over
extended periods of time; and culminate in realis-
tic products or presentations.”
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