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Study on the Lexicalization of the Structure of “Ke + Psychological Verb”

Hu Yuhua

Abstract

This paper studies the lexicalization process of “Keai, Kexi, Kele” evolving from the syntactic
structure of the auxiliary verb “Ke” + psychological verb. Keai, Kexi’ have evolved into disyllabic
words in ancient Chinese, as the meaning of the word “Ke” lost its meaning and became a
morpheme. In Modern Mandarin, “Kele” has also become a disyllabic word too, while its meaning

became different from the structural meaning used in ancient time.



