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An autonomous reorganization of communities seen from production base
reduction : Using the reduction of rice cultivation in the mountainous rural
areas of Shobara in Hiroshima Prefecture as a case study.

FUKUMOTO Junko

Abstract

This research sheds light upon the logic, by which the production base has been reduced in
some communities in mountainous rural areas, where depopulation and population aging continue
to worsen. Furthermore, it portrays a state where communities, —through the reduction of their
production base—, are autonomously striving for their continuation. It was revealed that, while
such communities place great importance on efficiency, they have also, —with entirely different
logic—, reduced rice cultivation in the name of fairness, and are striving for the restructuring of
their communities. The active reduction of rice cultivation is a way to maintain a community and
can be seen as an autonomous reorganization of said community. However, infrastructure
reduction due to heteronomous restructuring tends to overlook choices that include individual

circumstances and contradiction, and therefore may be asking far too much of the residents.
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