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The features of narration in Akutagawa Ryunosuke's initial works:
“Ogataryosai-oboegaki” and “Un”as new attempts

Inoue, Kihoko

Abstract

This paper deals with features of narration in Akutagawa Ryunosuke (1892~1927) 's initial works
by 1917. These features are divided between ones by 1916 and new trends in “Ogataryosai-
oboegaki [Dr. Ogata Ryosai: Memorandum]” and “Un [The fortune]” in January 1917. First, the
narrators by 1916 look acutual and authoritative. Secondly, in “Dr. Ogata Ryosai: Memorandum”
and “The fortune”, however, what the narrators tell are ambiguously because of having a receiver
and listener, their bias and indirect expressions. Finally, we check the attempts in 1917 affect later
works. The first attempts reflected Akutagawa's suspicion about inconspicuous narrators in

Naturalist's works lead to suspicion about reliability of story contents.
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