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An examination of the sharing and expression of
laughter in humor experiences of children
with autism spectrum disorder

Raisa Niina, Teppei Kikuchi

(Received September 30, 2019)

The purpose of this study was to examine the sharing and expression of laughter in the humor experience of
children with autism spectrum disorder (ASD.) Ten children with ASD and 13 children with typical deveropment
(TD) were participated. Humor stimlus were 4 types of comedy videos, MANZAI, HITORI-GEI, CONTS, and
MANDAN, each types 2 videos were prepared. In adittion, the two conditions were conducted, watching with/

without the other person. After watching the video of the comedy, the perticipants were asked to evaluated the fun

of the video. Humor responces of the perticipants were anallyzed from two aspects: quantified the laughing facial

expressions while watching the comedy video, and their subjective evaluation of the fun. As a result of the analysis,
it became clear that; 1) children wtih ASD feel more interesting with specific visual and auditory information such

as facial expressions, movements, voices and sounds of character. 2) children with ASD laugh more than children
with TD. 3) in conditions with others, laughter of children with ASD was likely to increase, and 4) children with

ASD have more gaps between the expression of laughter and evaluation of fun.
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