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Higher Education and People with Hearing Impairments in India:

Referencing a College for the Deaf

Hiroko FURUTA*

The purpose of this research is to identify the general circumstances of students with hearing impairments (SwHI) engaged in higher education in
India, as well as the present situation and tasks of a higher education institutes (HEI) working exclusively with SwHI. The focus of this research is
colleges for the deaf (CfDs). The author reviewed the documents of both government and related institutions and also visited an NGO-run CfD in
Chennai, which offers two undergraduate courses and one graduate course, collecting information necessary for analysis.

In this research, firstly, it was found there are barriers to SwHIs learning in general HEIs, because, for example, assistance on information
accessibility is not well established. At the same time, there is a government scheme to establish CfDs to open more doors to SwHIs learning in the
HEls.

Secondly, it was found the medium of language for teaching in the CfD where we visited was either English or Tamil (the latter being the official
state language), and sixty percent of students were in the latter section. This implies that this CfD provides higher education to SwHIs who completed
their secondary education in schools for the deaf inside the state and also even to SwHIs from poorer and rural family backgrounds.

Next, it was found this CfD copes with the underachievement of SwHIs, one of the reasons for which is the ‘one language policy’ commonly
observed in education of the deaf, through supplementary after-school lessons. It was also found that this CfD constitutes part of a comprehensive
special education institute.

Finally, ameliorating gender imbalance among students was suggested as a task for this CfD. Future research is necessary to analyze further
regarding the education at CfDs in relation to the sign language used there.
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