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On the Publication of the Memorial Issue for Professor Emeritus Takao
Takahashi

Tomohiro Tanaka (Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, Kumamoto
University)

It is with great regret that we have to publish this memorial issue for Dr. Takao
Takahashi, Professor Emeritus of Kumamoto University, who passed away on June 16,
2020. He had retired just six years earlier from Kumamoto University, at the end of
March 2014. After his retirement from Kumamoto University, Dr. Takahashi had
worked as a visiting professor at the Kumamoto University Leading International
Doctoral Education Program (HIGO Program) from April 2014 to March 2018. There,
he was the supervising leader of the social and cultural sciences courses and greatly
contributed to the education of the program. After completing his duties, he was free
to devote himself to his research more powerfully.

Dr. Takahashi's research interests included: (1) Wittgenstein, (2) Japanese thought,
(3) bioethics, (4) environmental ethics, (5) research ethics, (6) ethics of care, and (7)
engineering ethics. After retiring from Kumamoto University, he focused on disaster
ethics. This can be demonstrated by the fact that he served as the principal investigator
of the “Construction of Ethics for Disasters Based on Discussions in Various Fields of
Applied Ethics” (2014 -2017) funded by a Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research. Further,
he published more than 10 papers and supervised translations in the six years leading

to 2020. Among them are “The Idea of Kyosai (Co-disaster) and the Prospects of
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Animism” (Bunka to Tetsugaku, 2015), “Ethics in Times of Disaster: From Triage Ethics
to Ethics in Times of Disaster” (Sentanrinri Kenkyu, 2015). Additionally, “Ethics for
Disaster” (Naomi Zak, translation supervised by Takao Takahashi, Keiso Shobo, 2020)
deserves high praise for its pioneering nature as a development of research on the
ethies of disaster. Dr. Takahashi has consistently connected theory to practice in his
research on philosophy and ethics during his tenure at Kumamoto University and after
his retirement. He has continued to produce cutting-edge research results in the fields
of bicethics, environmental ethics, and disaster ethics.

In November 2019, he presided over a study group on the theme of “The Idea of
Buddha-Nature in Mahayana Buddhism,” and I was invited to attend. At that time,
although his condition was already precarious, Dr. Takahashi took his situation very
calmly and approached it from a philosophical perspective. The content of his
presentation was published under the title “Buddha-Nature and the Tendency of
Normalization: Based on the personal experience of fighting against cancer” in
Sentanrinri Kenkyu (Studies of Advanced Ethics, No.14. pp.30-48. 2020) ), After
exchanging emails to publish the manuseript, the supervised translation was published
in April. After that, Dr. Takahashi fell ill and was hospitalized, but I was unable to see
him due to COVID-19, and he passed away. When I held the newly published papers
and the supervised translation in my hands, I felt as if I could hear Dr. Takahashi's
breathing right there. In light of these circumstances, I believe that Professor
Takahashi adopted a philosophical attitude with tremendous courage until the end of
his life. I would like to send my heartfelt gratitude for his guidance and pray for his
soul.
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