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QUALITATIVE COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF AGRICULTURAL POLICY
INTERVENTION ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF SOCIAL CAPITAL

UENO Sin’ya

The sustainability of rural villages is a major issue for agricultural policy, and as a result
there is growing interest in social capital (SC) in agricultural communities as it relates to the
formation of such policies. Since the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)
conducted its first nationwide survey of rural communities in 2006, the idea of SC has been
increasingly utilized in the formation and assessment of government policies. However, all
previous SC-related surveys have been single, uncoordinated and static surveys. In 2016 an
SC survey was conducted in the same rural communities using the same methods. This survey
collected cohort data that facilitated analyses of the SC-related changes that took place over
a ten-year period as well as of the government policy intervention that was conducted during
that period. The results of those analyses indicated a long-term downward trend in SC, and
that initiatives such as land improvement projects had contributed to the improvement of SC.
The present study was an analysis of SC and the effectiveness of intervention in the form of
all types of government agricultural policies in order to elucidate the relative effectiveness
of government policies such as direct payments to small-scale communities, irrigation and
drainage, and agricultural farmland development projects in improving the SC of agricultural
communities. The analysis indicated that they had little effect on improving SC in large-scale
communities. Qualitative comparative analysis (QCA) showed the sustainability (or lack
therof) of agricultural community SC when cooperative SC and mutual-aid SC interact with

a variety of independent variables.
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