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Practical Application of Local Problem Solving Based on Civic
Pride in Kami-Amakusa City

Naoto TANAKA

In this study, it is conducted an action research on the practice of
various actors, from high school students to local government officials,
cooperating to solve local problems independently while cultivating civic
pride by utilizing local resources rather than coveting what is not there.
Specifically, workshops were conducted in the Himedo and Ryugatake
districts of Kami-Amakusa City, Kumamoto Prefecture, which were
depopulation, low birthrate, and aging population are severe, with the
participation of local residents, city hall staff, and students from the local
Kami-Amakusa High School. In the workshop, while learning about the
concept of SDGs and social innovation, the participants made proposals
for sustainable community development rooted in the local identity. By
practicing a learning process that emphasized dialogue among diverse
actors, it is able to foster attachment, civic pride, and self-confidence in

the region and obtain useful learning for sustainable regional management.
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