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The process of including special schools in an inclusive education system:

A comparative study of two South Asian countries, Sri Lanka and Bhutan
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By comparing two countries in South Asia, Sri Lanka and Bhutan, the study highlighted the process of how
special schools have been incorporated into an inclusive education system. These two countries were selected for
comparison considering their similarities in size and cultural backgrounds.

Education of children with disabilities in Sri Lanka has been operating on two pillars: special units in govern-
ment schools under the Minitry of Education (MoE) and special schools under the Department of Social Services.
Therefore, in order to further promote inclusive education in the country, more collaboration has been suggested be-
tween MoE and the social welfare sector since recent trends have included only government schools in the inclusive
education system.

By contrast, there are two special schools (institutes) in Bhutan. Since one of them entered under the MoE in
its early stage and the other has remained under the MoE even after the latter changed from special “education needs
unit” of a local school to “institute,” these two schools (institutes) have also always been included in the inclusive
education system. In addition, these two special schools continue to play critical roles as specialist institutes for
children with visual or hearing impairments.

Further research is needed to understand the background of similarities and dissimilarities in the process of in-

cluding special schools into inclusive education systems in the two countries.
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