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ASO AS AN ORGANISM: REEVALUATING THE REGIONAL
CIRCULAR ECOSPHERE

Johannes WILHELM

As part of its policy, the Japanese Ministry of the Environment is
implementing the SDGs as part in the concept of the "Regional Circular
and Ecological Sphere" (Regional CES). The paper looks at what exactly
is meant by Regional CES and which elements might be missing when
analyzing the Aso region. With a few examples the author illustrates real-
life problems and cases of local residents and agency which uncover
relations, intersections and disruptions of regional circularities. Upon
these it will be shown that Aso might be understood better as an organic
set of linkages and continuities that make up a differential whole system,
which in turn not only should be analyzed by number and alike, but, also
by looking at cultural and social aspects found. The paper concludes in
this regard, also with an emphasis on the imperative of a holistic view to

adequately implement such a policy.
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