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Preliminary Research on the Experiences of People Living with Minamata Disease in
Goshoura Island:
Through Critical Analysis of the Literature and Interviews
Chikara Ilsima

P15 (Abstract)

This paper aims to critically analyze the literature and interviews on people living with Minamata disease (MD) in Goshoura Island.
Located opposite to the shore of Minamata, the case of Goshoura Island has not been included in most of the literature on MD. However,
as the case could be vital in reconsidering questions of the ways in which people express their experience of MD, this paper seeks to
clarify both what has been elucidated and what has left out. The existing literature suggests that the case of Goshoura Island cannot be
included as one of the areas affected by MD - in part because the geographical distance from Minamata determines their experience
of MD in a complicated way. Based on this finding, field research should be conducted considering how the experience of the people
of Goshoura Island has manifested in different forms of expression.
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