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Case Studies in the Science of Appreciation of Art 4
— G. Arcimboldo’s “Four Seasons” —

Noboru YosHikawa and Masashi NoGcaMI

Abstract

In this study we selected Arcimboldo’s “Four Seasons” as a material of
appreciation of art practiced in the primary school. Three stages of appreciation of
art are those of “seeing”, “knowing” and “thinking” In the stage of “seeing” the
sixth grade pupils of Kamishikimi Primary School see each picture of “Four
Seasons” the theme of which is not told them by the teacher. Not knowing what is
the theme of Arcimboldo’s painting, they detect many motifs as components of
Arcimboldo’s queer portraits. In the stage of “knowing” they are given some
information about Arcimboldo’'s way of composition and manner of cyclic
execution such as “Four Elements”. In the stage of “thinking” they infer the right
theme of Arcimboldo’s painting from the information given to them. Moreover,
they succeed to detect another meaning hidden under the “Four Seasons” which
might be “Four Stages of Ages”.
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