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Development of resource rooms for children with speech
impairments at Kumamoto City kindergartens:
Focusing on the years 1982 to 2006
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By clarifying the process of developming of Resource Rooms for Children with Speech Impairments (RRCwSIs)
at Kumamoto City kindergartens, the study highlighted the roles of the RRCwsSlIs in public kindergartens.

Through an analysis of related documents on kindergartens with RRCwSIs and interviews with five former/
present teachers, three stages were identified in the development of RRCwSIs in Kumamoto City; firstly the Ground
Breaking (GB) period (1982-1983), secondly the Buildup period (1984-2006), thirdly the Upgrading period fol-
lowed by the Special Needs Education reform (2007-2021). Of these three stages, the study focused on the GB and
Buildup periods. During the GB period, since the system for supporting young children with speech impairments
had not been established yet, an RRCwSI was implemented to meet the various needs of young children of both
kindergarten age and younger. Next, during the Buildup period, a rapid increase of applicants who are interested in
the RRCwSI was observed, interviews with the children/parents as well as developmental tests were applied before
accepting them, and nre methods of teaching were developled such as group teaching.

In conclusion, RRCwSls in two kindergartens in Kumamoto city suggest a dual roles of public kindergartens:
firstly for supporting the development of speech and language of young children as a professional institution, and

secondly for implementing teaching practices based on the characteristics of kindergartners.
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