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Inclusive education policy in Sri Lanka:

Referencing the 2020 Circular and Guidance Manual

Hiroko Furuta, Prasad Sethunga, Jun Kawaguchi

(Received October 1, 2022)

The study examined the inclusive education policy in Sri Lanka referencing the 2020 Circular and Guidance
Manual published by the Ministry of Education (MoE) to clarify its status in the context of the inclusive education
policy in developing countries. By analyzing the content of the 2020 Circular and Guidance Manual based on the
Sinhalese version, it was found that considerable amount of content mentioned was regarding the special education
unit in regular government schools as well as the enrollment procedure for children with special educational needs.
On the other hand, fewer described were related to the coordination with special schools (both MoE-assisted and
non-assisted private organizations) and early intervention institutes which are not directly under the MoE. In the
context of inclusive education policy in developing countries, it was found that Sri Lankan inclusive education policy
is characterized by preserving and utilizing special and integrated education.
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