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What is the Contemporary Significance of Ethnic Organizations
for Koreans Living in Japan?: A Case Study on Participants
in Korean Youth Association

KINOSHITA, Keito

Abstract

In studies about Koreans living in Japan, the contemporary significance of the ethnic
organizations was overlooked, while the previous studies mainly looked at their decline. For
example, the Korean Residents Union in Japan is criticized due to its excludability of Japanese-
Korean mixed people. However, considering that there are still participants today, the ethnic
organizations are significant for Koreans living in Japan. Therefore, this paper clarifies the
contemporary significance of ethnic organizations by examining process that Koreans living in
Japan participate in them. There are three findings in this paper. First, ‘experience of hardship’
and ‘isolation’ are relevant to participation in ethnic organizations. Second, the contemporary
significance of ethnic organizations is playing the role of ‘hubs’ for Koreans living in Japan. Finally,
by considering ethnic organizations as hubs, we can research on reproducing of the ethnic

organizations in terms of members’ living experiences.
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